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'MIDTOWN

Two art events join forces on Saturday

By JEMMIFER FRIEDEERG

CHEONICLE CirRREEONDENT

Almost a decade ago, when
Art Supply and Art Sguare Stu-
dios opensd in Midiown, the
neighborhoed was an urban
wasteland compared to what it
is today,

The store had been located at
Richmond and Mentrose for 40
years wntil the landlord sald the
building and co-owners Vikki
Trammell and her husband Ben
Fussell began looking for space,

“This building was just cry-
ing to be something,” Trammell
said of the space the store and
studios mow occupy at 2710
Main 5t “Initially people
thought we were crazy. Mow
they say, “boy were you smart.'
We're on the (Metro) train line,
there are new condos and all of
thizs activity, and the Midiown
Management District keeps ihe
business cormmmunity theiving."

Tramemell and  Russell
bodsght the building in Decem-
ber 1997, Following remdsa-
tions, they opened the store and
began leasing the artist studios
in 19594,

They were originally inter-
esped in the bullding because it
was affordable, but since move
ing in they have found it to be a
greal location between down-
town and the Museum District
that has potten better as the
niighborheod has improved,

"It's abways good for galler-
ies when there is combined lLiv-
ing and business in the area,”
Trammell said,

Minth year

That first year they also be-
gan the Midiown Visions Cul-
tural Arts Tour. The ninth an-
nual event is Saturday from
aoen to 5 pom.

This wyear the tour is being
combined with Art in the Park,
a Midiown aris festival in itz
second year, on the same day. It
iz being hosted by the Midtown
Manapement [Hsirict at Eliza-
beth Baldwin Park, on Elgin af
Crawford just south of down-
Rowr,

Crgandzers hope both evenis
will showease the arts seene in
Midowen.

“1 think people just don'i
kersoaw tt's here, that the art com-
munity % 50 vibrant in this

NEIGHEORHOOD NEWS

COURTESY ELITABRETH SHITH

ON DISPLAY: Elizabeth Smith is just one of the artists whose abstract

ALrEra

paks o carnvas will be showeased on the Midtown Visions Cultural Arts
Towr on Saturday. Shown i a detail from a work entitled Within the
Daybreak’s Pink.

AT A GLANCE

Midtown Vislons Cultural Arts Tour
m When: Saturday, noon to 5 p.m.

m Where: Ari Supply and Art Square Studios, 2711 Main St
Community Artists’ Collective and Midtown Art Center, 3414 La
Branch; Houston Community College Central College Fina Arts
Departrment (students’ works will be displayed at Baldwin
Park); Lawndale Art Center, 4912 Main; Inman Gallery, 3201

Main; Station Museurm of
Haustan Center lor Confe

Contemporary Art, 1502 Alabama;

Craft, 4848 Main; The

MPOrary
Ensamble Theatre, 3535 Main: FineSilver Gallery, 3913 Makn;
Divarseworks' This (id House, 1625 Alabama at Almeda; and

CTRL Gallery, 3907 Main.
Artin the Park

m 'Whan: Saturday, noon to 5 pum
m Where: Elizabeth Baldwin Park, Elgin at Crawdord just south of

downiowm

For more information, visit www.midtownvisions.com or the

Ma

{ District Web sife at www, houstonmidiown.com

and look for Art in the Park under “Midtown Updates.”

neighborhood.” said Cynthia
Alvarado, the district managing
director who is organizing Art
in the Park.

About  38-40 artists  will
showcase their works at Art
Sguare Studios during Visions

and about 28 will be at Art in
the Park. With 11 other vemaes
participating in Visions, pieces
from more than 100 artists will
be on view within a 3-mile ra-
dius.

Artist Elizabeth Smith, who

has been renting space at Art
Sguare Studios since it opened,
sabd she has watched the growth
unfold in Midiown, She has also
enjoyed the community teo-
sphere at the studios.

“It's really open and every-
badly is real low key about what
they do,” she said, “There are
peaple of all levels. There are
people like me who they call
"'mid career” along with students
just starting out,”

Smith's abstract oils on can-
vas will be showcased on the Vi-
sions tour. She has been part of
the tour every year since its be-
EITLITE.

Abstract atmospheres

Many of her pieces this year
are landscape-influenced.

Ehe describes her work as,
“absteact atmospheres that |
hope the viewer feels invited
into,

“{Inspiration comes From)
every scene | look at when [ ride
the rail and get Mashes of images
and T get a lot of inspiration
from the natural world.”

Both Visions and Art in the
Park will include works by a
range of participants — feom be- |
ginners to seasoned profession-
als — as well a2 collectors”
pieces along with more afford-
able oplions,

“It's a great way of seeing a
broad spectrum,” Trammell |
sand, |

“Everyone should have the |
opportunity to have art in their
home that's not a poster print,”
Alvarado said.

Artin the Park has expanded |
this year from 22 artists to about
28, but Alvarado said there is a
committee that sclects the art- |
ists involved and “we did tell
some people no this year,

“It's a really well-rounded
group,” she said. “It truly is a |
fine arts featival. It's not a crafits
fair.”

They made sure everything |
is hand done, and nothing is im- |
parted or mass-produced, Alva-
rado added.

There will also be several art
cars to view at Art in the Park |
along with a GEM electric car. |
The tip-based service Ricky
Rickshaw Rides will be out to
bring wvisitors to the different
studios. Many of the studios are |
alse along the Metro ling, I




