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AFTER INJURY

ARTIST PAINTS A NEW LIFE
A former patient sSurvives spinal cord
injury and reinvents himself as premiere
“quad” artist, painting using only his
wheelchairand mouth.
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Il FORENSIC NURSE RAISES AWARENESS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE THROUGH HER ART [

A-rc'l:ixtt't- fd nurse with first-hand
experience helping vietims of
domestic vislenes and sexial assault has
created awareness of their pligh
l|1:|'l.llll.."'h hier Ilili“[:i“F.‘l.. wwhich were
unveEiled an a recent exhiba |||:=r|nr'mz_r
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A Tosrensic nurse examiner with the
Memaorial Hermann System for the past
eight years, Susan Spjut, RN, BS.N._,
LLAGAC - 3 ACNLE., cares Tor those who
have survived unspeakable acts of
vialenoce - sexual assauly, domespe
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painting to be a therapeutic outler.

It wars caring for her patients and
hearing their words or other narratives
in the media that motivared Spjur o
merge her passions: artand putting an
end to vielence against women and
children, She s ereated o series of
paintings and drawings themed around
interpersonal violenee, and her art
eloquently conveys the fear and pain of
those who have experienced suffering an
the hamds of another,

Her ineredibly moving paintings
and drawings were selected for g special
exhilat in Oetober during Domestic
Violenoe Awareness Month. Three of
the paintings sold and Spjut donaved

A senes of paintings and drawings
created by ome of our Awses -
Susan Spjul, RN, @ farensic nurse
BLAMITIEr - Were selecied kv 8
special extibir ouving Domestic
Vinkence Awartness Month and are
now on display al the Mexican
Consulate.

half of the proceeds po the Houston Area
Wenmen's Center, which provides froe
comnzeling and follow-up care o many
of our patients. Her art display has now
been relocated v the Mexican Comnsulate
o highlight the meed o adidress these
acts ol violenee in all culinnes,

“My paintings and drawings tell the
stairies of thoese whose valees are
sileneed by the abuse of a stranger or a
boved ome,” sand Spjut. ™ For my work to
have been chosen wo represent the very
peaple | serve is a great honor,”

Spjutand the 13 ather dedicwted
nurses comprise our Forensic Mo rsing

Services and are specially educated in
reating victims of abuse = hoth
phyysically and payvelwlogically = while
collaborating with community agencies
and legal system oo advocate for a victim-
centersd response, Chir beam is
recognized inernatonally, and
carcgivers and representatives from
humanitarian organizations from as
far as Congo hive come to our Campus
v leprn frosm them,

Toview an online portiolio
of Susan Spjut’s artwork, visit
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TIRR Receives President's Cup Award
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